YAGPTAMPA, FLMAY10-16,2021 FINALS
TourGuide (as of February 11, 2021)
Dear Friends,
We are thrilled to welcome you to the Youth America Grand Prix 2021 Season Finals! Below,
you will find the following helpful information:
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●
●

Theater & City Information
Coronavirus testing and safety requirements
Jury and Scholarship Presenter information
Class Information
Competition Scheduling and Ensembles
Pre-Competitive Information
Venue information including theaters, studios, and hotels
Distances for convenient travel-planning
Transportation options

Please note that the first draft of the official schedule will be available toward the end of the US
Regional Semi-Final tour, no later than April 12, 2021. This is due to the fact that several of
our earlier Regional events were postponed due to the pandemic. The final official schedule
will be posted after the completion of the US Regional Semi-Finals, no later than April 26, 2021.
As we all know, a lot can still change between now and May with regard to the pandemic. The
health and safety of our participants remains our top priority, and we are keeping a close eye on
any new developments. We appreciate everyone’s understanding as things may still move
around accordingly -- and we will continue to provide any updates on the Finals as needed.
Please note that our Finals in Tampa, FL, this year are only open to North American dancers. A
separate Finals event will be held for our international community.
DAVID A. STRAZ, JR. CENTER FOR THE PERFORMING ARTS (TAMPA, FL)
The 2021 Season Finals competition and classes will take place at the Straz Center’s
state-of-the-art facility, located in beautiful downtown Tampa, close to many popular restaurants
and sightseeing destinations. To safely accommodate the maximum number of participants
each day of the Finals, on some days competition will be held simultaneously in two theaters
within the same performing arts complex.
Everything is within walking distance, and there are plenty of restaurants in the area close to the
theater for everyone to enjoy. We ask that everyone who joins us for the Finals tries to stay

within the “YAGP bubble” as much as possible and avoid contact with other parties outside of
the venue or hotel, for everyone’s safety.

CORONAVIRUS TESTING AND SAFETY INFORMATION
We require that all dancers attending the event get tested before they travel to Tampa. This will
help ensure that our “YAGP bubble” is as safe as possible for everyone in attendance. All YAGP
staff and judges will also be tested before traveling and upon arrival in Tampa. This is regardless
of whether or not you have been vaccinated.
We strongly suggest that all teachers and family members who are traveling with their dancers
also get tested before traveling. We also request that all dancers try to refrain, as possible, in
the two weeks leading up to the Finals from outside contacts that are not necessary.
All health and safety protocols that were in place during the Regional Tour will continue at the
Finals. Frequent sanitization will occur onsite, there will be designated paths for traffic in and
around the building, temperature checks will occur daily, and strict social distancing will be
observed throughout the event. Masks will be required for everyone onsite.
We are pleased to announce that after weeks of working with the theater and health authorities
in Florida regarding mask requirements during the dancers’ actual performance onstage, we
have been able to confirm that soloists will not need to wear masks during any of their
performances! Please note that masks will still be required at all other times while in the facility,
including during classes, backstage, and in the wings. Ensemble dancers will be required to
wear masks at all times, including during their performances onstage.
COVID-19 TESTING REQUIREMENTS:
1. All dancers traveling to the YAGP Finals must take a PCR test no earlier than 72 hours before
departure from their hometown. For participants, this test must be sent to the YAGP before
travel for us to show to the Florida Health Authorities.
2. Daily, morning PCR testing will be required for all soloists, who wish to perform without
masks. The Straz Center has partnered with a local health care provider to test all soloists the
day before each of their performances. Testing will be conducted in the early morning at a
convenient location, close to the theater, and will not exceed $30, total, per participant, for their
time with us.
3. If your group test comes back positive, you will need to take an additional test before you are
allowed to perform. Any additional testing will not be covered by the Straz Center partnership,
and will need to be covered by the dancer’s insurance.
*Any dancer with a positive test, will not be allowed in the building.

JURY AND SCHOLARSHIP PRESENTER INFORMATION
Our jury this year, who will be physically present at the venue, will be from around the US. They
will judge the first round of the competition. Our international jurors and scholarship presenters
will watch a livestream throughout the event. Our Final Round will be judged by our international
directors via livestream. We have tested this format out over the past several months, and it has
been a success. While we all wish our international jury members could be with us in person this
year, we are thrilled they will be able to join us virtually from around the world!
CLASSES DURING THE EVENT
To facilitate health and safety protocols, the soloists classes will be assigned by your
competition “bubble”. For ensembles, we are planning to assign studio time by school
throughout the week, for no more than 1 hour per day, depending on your day of performance.
This will allow the dancers to train and/or rehearse with their classmates and their teacher in a
safe environment within their own school “pod.” There are 7 studios onsite that will be used
throughout the week on a rotational basis.
There are also other studios in the Tampa area available for booking rehearsal space for those
who wish to do so. If you do not wish to be scheduled for studio time at the Straz Center, please
email Rebecca King, rking@yagp.org, in advance so that we do not include you on the list.

COMPETITION SCHEDULING AND ENSEMBLES
To facilitate a safe and socially distanced event for all participants, we are working to coordinate
a schedule that keeps everyone’s time at the Finals to a minimum and only for their required
categories.
As during the Regional Tour, ensembles will be spread out throughout the event, and there will
be 1 – 2 hours of ensembles per day. If you have a specific date between May 10 – 16 on which
you would like your ensemble(s) scheduled, please email Rebecca King at rking@yagp.org to
request your preferred performance date. We will do our best to accommodate all requests.
INFORMATION FOR PRE-COMPETITIVE PARTICIPANTS
At this time, we are planning for our youngest dancers to perform during the first 2 days of the
event, and if they are not in an ensemble, they are free to leave after this.

THEATERS IN THE STRAZ CENTER
The Straz Center’s state-of-the-art facility, located in beautiful downtown Tampa, houses two
theaters and several studios onsite. To safely accommodate the maximum number of
participants each day of the Finals, on some days competition will be held simultaneously in two
theaters within the same performing arts complex.

FERGUSON HALL
Website:
http://www.strazcenter.org/
Address:1010 North W.C. MacInnes Pl. Tampa, FL, 33602
Stage size: 40′ W x 30′ D/ 12.2 meters W x 9.2 meters D
Auditoriumsize:1,042 seats
Parking:Several options available: $5/day at The Barrymore Hotel Tampa across the street;
$7/day at the David A.Straz Jr. Center for the Performing Arts; $7.17/day if pre-purchased,
available after 6 PM Monday-Friday and all day Saturday and Sunday at Novel Riverwalk
Garage; Poe Garage; $3/day if pre-purchased at Royal Regional Lot; $7/day if pre-purchased at
Rivergate Tower Garage

MORSANI HALL
Website:
http://www.strazcenter.org/
Address:1010 North W.C. MacInnes Pl. Tampa, FL, 33602
Stage size: 60′ W x 45′ D/ 18.3 meters W x 13.7 meters D
Auditoriumsize:2,610 seats
Parking:Several options available: $5/day at The Barrymore Hotel Tampa across the street;
$7/day at the David A.Straz Jr. Center for the Performing Arts; $7.17/day if pre-purchased,
available after 6 PM Monday-Friday and all day Saturday and Sunday at Novel Riverwalk
Garage; Poe Garage; $3/day if pre-purchased at Royal Regional Lot; $7/day if pre-purchased at
Rivergate Tower Garage

Hotels:
The Courtyard by Marriott Downtown Tampa ★★★
Address: 102 E Cass St, Tampa, FL 33602
Phone contact: (813) 229-1100
Website: LINK
YAGP special guest rate for 1 double guest room: $149
Distance from hotel to the studios: 0.2 miles, about 5 min walk
Distance from hotel to the theater: 0.2 miles, about 5 min walk
Parking: Valet; $12 per night
Wifi: Complimentary
Shuttle: N/A
Book by: 4/8/21
Reservation method: Please use our special booking link here: LINK
You can also call the hotel at (813) 229-1100 and mention YAGP to get the special rate.

The Barrymore Hotel Tampa Riverwalk ★★★
Address: 111 W Fortune St, Tampa, FL 33602
Phone contact: (813) 223-1351
Website: LINK
YAGP special guest rate for 1 double guest room: $99
Distance from hotel to the studios: 0.2 miles, approximately 2 min drive
Distance from hotel to the theater: 0.2 miles, approximately 2 min drive
Parking: $10 per day
Wifi: Complimentary
Shuttle: N/A
Book by: 4/25/21
Reservation method: Please use our special booking link here: LINK
You can also call the hotel at (813) 223-1351 and mention YAGP to get the special rate.

Aloft Tampa Downtown ★★★
Address: 100 W Kennedy Blvd, Tampa, FL 33602
Phone contact: (813) 898-8000
Website: LINK
YAGP special guest rate for 1 double guest room: $129
Distance from hotel to the studios: 0.5 miles, approximately 3 min drive
Distance from hotel to the theater: 0.5 miles, approximately 3 min drive
Parking: Valet $30 per day
Wifi: Complimentary
Shuttle: N/A
Book by: 4/30/21
Reservation method: Please use our special booking link here: LINK
You can also call the hotel at (813) 898-8000 and mention YAGP to get the special rate.

Hyatt House Tampa Downtown ★★★
Address: 325 N Florida Ave, Tampa, FL 33602
Phone contact: (813) 616-1234
Website: LINK
YAGP special guest rate for 1 double guest room: $129 for single and double
occupancy rooms, $149 for triple occupancy, $169 for quadruple occupancy
Distance from hotel to the studios: 0.7 miles, approximately 4 min drive
Distance from hotel to the theater: 0.7 miles, approximately 4 min drive
Parking: Self-parking $25 per night
Wifi: Complimentary
Shuttle: N/A
Book by: 5/1/21
Reservation method: Please use our special booking link here: LINK
You can also call the hotel at (813) 616-1234 and mention YAGP to get the special rate.

Embassy Suites by Hilton Tampa Downtown Convention Center ★★★
Address: 513 S Florida Ave, Tampa, FL 33602
Phone contact: (813) 769-8300
Website: LINK
YAGP special guest rate for 1 double guest room: $129
Distance from hotel to the studios: 1.1 miles, approximately 5 min drive
Distance from hotel to the theater: 1.1 miles, approximately 5 min drive
Parking: Valet $32 per day
Wifi: $9
Shuttle: N/A
Book by: 4/30/21
Reservation method: Please use our special booking link here: LINK
You can also call the hotel at (813) 769-8300 and mention YAGP to get the special rate.

Map

Distances:
IN TAMPA:
Distance from Tampa Airport to Straz Center: 8.1 miles, approximately 17 min drive
Distance from Tampa Airport to Courtyard by Marriott Downtown Tampa: 7.5 miles,
approximately 12 min drive
Distance from Tampa Airport to Barrymore Hotel Tampa Riverwalk: 7.7 miles,
approximately 13 min drive
Distance from Tampa Airport to Aloft Tampa Downtown: 8.5 miles, approximately 15 min
drive
Distance from Tampa Airport to Hyatt House Tampa Downtown: 7.8 miles, approximately
13 min drive
Distance from Tampa Airport to Embassy Suites by Hilton Tampa Downtown Convention
Center: 8.2 miles, approximately 19 min drive
Distance from Straz Center to Courtyard by Marriott Downtown Tampa: 0.2 miles,
approximately 2 min drive
Distance from Straz Center to Barrymore Hotel Tampa Riverwalk: 427 ft, approximately 1
min drive
Distance from Straz Center to Aloft Tampa Downtown: 0.5 miles, approximately 3 min drive
Distance from Straz Center to Hyatt House Tampa Downtown: 0.7 miles, approximately 4
min drive
Distance from Straz Center to Embassy Suites by Hilton Tampa Downtown Convention
Center: 1.1 miles, approximately 5 min drive

